
Good evening, members of the Selectboard: 
 
I am writing on behalf of staff at and patients of the Worthington Health Center to express our 
interest in a reduction in the speed limit for the stretch of road between the new rotary and 
Cold Street.  As you know, any long straight stretch of road, particularly as one is leaving town, 
tempts people to drive too quickly.  Any efforts that can be made to address this would be 
appreciated. 
 
Every day, we have between 15 and 25 staff members drive to work in their individual vehicles 
(our parking lot out back is usually full, but is hard to see from the road), which I assume makes 
us one of the largest collections of commuters in town.  We also see between 20 and 50 
patients each day across all our departments - many of these patients are elderly, and many of 
them have never been to the Health Center, or to Worthington, before.  They therefore may be 
driving more slowly, more tentatively, than most.  Regardless, every employee and visitor must 
of course slow down to turn into the parking lot, making the section in front of the Health 
Center more congested and less like a rural highway than most believe.  I have seen, and 
witnessed, for instance, numerous near accidents as a patient is turning left into HCHC and a 
driver coming from town is speeding so quickly that they don't slow down, but pass on the left, 
endangering themselves and others.  If speeders were not anticipating the ability to speed up 
the hill, I would hope that they would more patiently wait until the patient has finished the 
turn. 
 
My desk in my office faces a window that looks out to the road, so I as I work I have a clear view 
of the traffic all day long.  Every day I am amazed at the number of pedestrians that walk on Old 
North Road - staff walking to the Store, residents of the Maples walking their dogs, neighbors 
from both up and down the street exercising.  I occasionally walk to the Corners Grocery, and 
every time it is slightly terrifying; there is little room on the shoulder and cars and trucks do not 
slow down until they reach the curve and are forced to do so.  I believe that the new design will 
only make the situation worse, as the curve will no longer inhibit drivers going in either 
direction, potentially increasing the rate of speeding towards town, and making acceleration 
easier for those going North.    
 
I therefore ask that the Selectboard seriously consider taking whatever steps are required to 
move forward the conversation about reducing the speed limit, or barring that, take additional 
steps toward traffic calming.  We don't want the problems solved by the new rotary to create 
other, potentially greater problems elsewhere. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of my request. 
Eliza 
 
Eliza B. Lake, MSW 
CEO 
Hilltown Community Health Center 
58 Old North Road 
Worthington, MA 01098 



  
My name is Jim Downey and I have an ownership interest in  168 Old North Road in Worthington, Mass. 
I understand that the issue of the current speed limit on Old North Road arose at the Massachusetts 
DOT meeting which was convened to address a host of other issues. Apart from the other matters that 
came up at the meeting this AM, the matter of the speed limit on RTE 143 (Old North Road) is of 
particular interest.  
  
I also want to note that at the Town Meeting, the same topic  came up in conjunction with  the 
Town’s  purchase of the electronic speed signals, (also  intended to deter speeding). Based on the level 
of the verbal exchange at the Town Meeting, some of which was cynical and derisive by those opposing 
any  decrease in speed limits on this corridor, indicates that the matter is on the minds of many and 
must be  addressed.  
  
For those that do not live on Old North Road, it is hard to over-estimate the importance of imposing a 30 
mile speed limit on this road to reverse years of increased vehicular speeding. Not only have  the 
number of offenders increased, the rates of speed the motorists now travel at  have exponentially 
increased as well.  
  
Personally, this is a pressing matter for me since I was nearly struck by a speeding white van last month 
that was racing towards Worthington Corners mid-morning. A few days later, a woman sped through 
the road construction area at an excessive rate of speed, nearly striking the officer on duty. As she 
barreled through the traffic cones, she  shouted at the policeman “wear fluorescent gloves”. This was 
early in the afternoon and she was moving at over 50 MPH.    
  
You have all done a remarkable job making Worthington the gracious community it continues to be but, 
if this is not corrected, there will soon be  fatalities on this road. We have already had one fatality 
directly in front of  The Inn at Four Corners Farm, attributable to excessive speed,  as I recall.    
  
I have seen numerous residents of The Maples, cower and stumble while out walking when trucks and 
cars speed by. There are also a few residents in mechanized wheelchairs and these speeding vehicles 
neither slow down nor yield to the Senior members of our Community. That sight alone sends shivers 
down my spine. We also know that  the number of children/grandchildren  on Old North Road has 
grown significantly and they desperately  deserve protection.  
  
Finally, the Hilltown Community Health Center, a great source of pride for  the Town, is frequented by 
numerous cars and arriving patrons  daily. The exiting vehicles leaving the HCHC deserve safe passage in 
and out of that parking lot.    
  
Please exercise independence and responsible government  for the benefit of our community and 
regulate the excessive speed by imposing a thirty (30) MPH speed limit.  
  
Thank you.          
  
Jim Downey  
 

 
 



Dear Charley, Steve, and Amy, (and Peg), 
 
I wanted to write to you about my concerns for the safety of my residents at The Maples Senior Housing, 
both as elderly drivers and as elderly walkers.  These concerns (and a couple of heart-stopping near 
misses) have been exacerbated by the recent road construction. 
 
The last thing in the world I would want is to have survived Covid to then end up with a fatality or a 
major accident because of a preventable accident. 
 
As you know, there are no sidewalks.  There has been a small grassy strip that my residents use to walk 
to the store, or to the library, or to the historical society or to the post office during the summer and 
spring and fall.  They walk as far as they can away from traffic, but with the road construction this has 
been eliminated, as they dodge cars and trucks whipping by in excess of the posted 40 mph.  I am not 
sure why suddenly everyone had decided to speed through the dirt, but plumes of dust regularly billow 
up.  My residents have expressed grave concerns about this. 
 
These clouds of engulfing dust greatly reduce visibility for my residents who are slow to react, most 
don't see well, and many have serious hearing issues - the noise of vehicles on the gravel/dirt roadway 
also impedes hearing.  This is a disaster waiting to happen. 
 
We have had two near misses, as my residents try to figure out how to exit our community into a cloud 
of dust, while hoping that cloud of dust isn't hiding an approaching vehicle.  I have a number of elderly 
residents who walk their dogs along Old North Road, and I fear for each of them (since I know one, in 
particular, cannot hear well.) 
 
Can you please do something to protect my elderly residents by lowering the speed limit in the strip 
between the rotary and, minimally, to Cummington Road?  I suspect lowering the speed from the rotary 
to Cold Street would be the most effective since Cold Street seems to be the start of the speedway 
coming toward Town. 
 
I assume this is an issue for the Health Center as well, for exiting patients and for their staff who 
regularly walk along Old North, as well. 
 
I would strongly request that the speed limit be reduced to the same limit as "thickly settled", that is, to 
25mph.   Not just for the duration of the construction, but as a regular matter.  Winter walking along Old 
North is frightening for my residents, many who do not own cars/can no longer drive. 
 
I appreciate your consideration of this request to mitigate what I consider an imminent life-threatening 
hazard for the elderly residents of 48 Old North Road. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Patty Kimura 
 
Administrator @ The Maples Senior Housing 
 
48 Old North Road // Worthington, MA  01098 
 



 Hello Worthington select board: 
  
I would like to let you know that my husband Peter and I would love to see the speed limit lowered on 
our street.  We would also like to see the street become a no passing zone.   This is a very very fast road.  
Cars, trucks, 18 wheelers fly down the hill and zoom past our house.  We have three little boys,  across 
the street there are two little boys in one house, and two little boys in the other. Having the new road I 
think will only encourage faster driving. 
 
Thank you for calling this emergency meeting tomorrow morning tdiscuss this.  We are looking forward 
to hearing the outcome:) 
 
Have a great night.  
 
Peter and Jaime Ricci 
129 old north road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hello. Hope you all get this in time 
 
We strongly support lowering the speed limit on the section of 143 coming down the hill from Liston’s 
and through the straight away past our house.  
 
People already go too fast and with the road widening they will go faster.   
 
There are multiple families in this section with young children and grandchildren - speeding cars pose a 
real danger.  
 
I myself have almost been hit several time while trying to turn into our driveway. I’m spite of slowing 
down and putting on the turn signal, twice the driver tried to pass me while I was starting the left turn.  
 
People come down the hill, make the turn and put on the gas.  You can hear them.  
 
Thanks for considering this 
 
Sue and Ed Lewis 
 
145 Old North Road 
 


